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Fishing for People

And Jesus said to them,
"Follow me and | will make you fish for people."
~Mark 1:17 ~

I n Jesusd own words in the fir
we are given an impression of Jesus as one who céllsals

us to change our lives and the lives of others. Holding these

two calls together was an epiphany for me because it helped me
to see yet another way in which Jesus is active in loving us:
gracing us for ourselves and ultimately for others.

Jesusd call to follow him is Jesus actively
part of his holy life in the words Afoll o m
his mission in love, and he gives our lives direction in living in his love.

Jesusod call to follow him that we might be m

by extending his ministry of love through us to others. We do not follow Jesus only for ourselves,
but we are called to follow him for the sake of others. Jesus calls us to live for others, to share his
life, our common life togethewith others In effect, we are called to follow Jesus for others.

Ultimately, we do not follow Jesus for ourselves. In fact, it is not even possible to truly follow Jesus
for only oneds self. But instead, just as J
theirsaké f or Jesusd sake we fish for people. We
for those who are yet to join us in His life. We fish for those loved ones of Jesus.

Happy Fishing in this Epiphany Season,

Pastor Tony Prinsen
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First United Lutheran Church

Summary Council Meeting
November 17, 2011

I.  OPENING
Call to Order at 7:06pm. Harry Grubb, Dave Heiser, Diane Samples, Mike Seden, Dave Winchel
Tracey Boyer and Pastor Prinsen were present. Opening Devotion and Prayer was given by Deb
White.

II. MINUTES FROM LAS T MEETING AND EVENTS
Council Meeting Minutes of 10/13/11 were approved, and the Calendar of Events was updated.

lll. CRITICAL BUSINE SSCOMPLETE BEFORE ALL ELSE
a. Budget Completion:
9 The council decided to not Identify 2012 line items not to be funded if negative cash flow.

9 The council voted to pass 2012 expense budget. The approved 2012 expense budget is
$388,014, now ready for congregational approval.

The council voted to pass 2012 revenue (giving) budget. The giving budget is
$377,497.16, resulting in stretch of $10,516.84 that will be made up through increased.

The council voted to pass 2012 Trustees (parking lot) budget, with $14,130 in revenues
from KSU as compared to $1,200 in expenses.

The council voted to defer 2012 Capital budget until May Congregational Meeting.

The council learned that we are cash flow positive through October, and agreed to take

steps to affirm absolutely no deficit spending by yerd. The council also

reviewed the status of reducing Special Funds balances.

b. The council voted to approve 2012 Synod Assembly Delegates: George and Donna Elipoulos.

c. The council voted to approve Dale Kudlac to the nominating committee and empowered
Vice President David Heiser to recruit a second person to that committee, for approval at the
congregational meeting.

d. The council voted to defer Byaw changes until May Congregational Meeting. Several
changes are needed, which we need more time to study.

IV. OTHER OLD BUSINESS

a. The documented counters procedure was presented and will be communicated to the financ
team by Tracey Boyer. Our thanks go to Chris Strudthoff for creating it.

b. Harry Grubb reported the search for a new copier and copier service is still in process. Drof
from next agenda as no Council action is required.

V. NEW BUSINESS
a. Debra White reported that the Worship and
in regard to changing the 11:15 am worship time to 11. Having an easy to remember start
time would help evangelisnbut service times are a potentially problematic and must be done

(Continued on page 4)
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carefully and with forethought. FULC is in a good position right now and we do not want to tam-
per with our momentum, therefore, the cour
later time.

This led to a discussion about the Sunday school hour getting squeezed by the early service
and by coffee hour. To deal with this problem, at least for now, we agreed to the following:
1 Be very disciplined about the length of early service so as rarely to run over.
9 Move coffee hour permanently into the Fellowship Hall to reduce congestion during
transition time.
1 Mike Seden will procure a fregtanding sign to be placed at the junction of the Narthex
and the Sanctuary hallway. The outwéading side will point to the Fellowship Hall
and state AJoin Us For Fellowship Hour.
Theinwardf aci ng side will point to the Felloc
Join Us For Fellowship Hour.o
9 Dave will put notices about these measures in the bulletin and the Uniter when Mike
is ready.

VI. MINISTRY DIRECTORS REPORTS

a. Praise & Worship: Debra White reported that there will be one worship on Christmas day
and one on January'1 She also reported on the blood drive, upcoming Guatemala trips, the
Angel tree project, Operation Christmas Child, the Christmas evangelism mailing, membershiy
team activity, and the resignation of our nursery attendants (Betsy Warrilow and Kassie
Whiten). Recruitment is under way for their replacements.

b. Christian Education: Diane Samples reported that the Sunday School assembled 12 boxes fol
Operation Christmas Child (there were 36 Christmas Child boxes in total); the confirmation
students also assembled boxes for that program; ten people participated in the youth Zip Line
trip and the January ski trip in in planning.

c. Property & Finance: Mike Seden reported that Ruth Foster is working on a HYAC mainte-
nance contract for heating and cooling with maintenance and checks happening twice a year.
Ruth Foster and a plumber are checking on our water bill and looking into the possibility of
low-flow toilet systems. A new custodial/maintenance proposal is under consideration and will
go into effect January 1. Better organization is needed in storage around the church building
and preliminary plans are underway for handicap accessibility in the back of the church.

VII. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS:

a. Tr easur er Hdasry Gublpsubmitted a printed report that reflected an over $2000
YTD net positive cash flow through October moseiid.

b. Fi nanci al Se c TraceydBoygr8ubmitRe gpanted report. Giving was very
good in October; giving us a sigh of relief that we will be able to complete 2011 with a posi-
tive yearending cash flow.

c. Vi ce Pr es i dRauetHéiser répertecthat strategic planning will be meeting soon
and that Dave Winchell, Pastor Prinsen, and Mike Seden will be invited to participate in the

(Continued on page 5)
New Email Address for Sharon Moe: sharonmoelO@gmail.com
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(Continued from page 4)

first meeting, to be scheduled asap. Also, Duane Thewlis, Tom Stover and Kay Hamilton will be
joining the shared ministry committee. Council approved.

d. Pr esi dentage Whehpllaeview: his proposed slides for the December congrega-
tional meeting and also made note of a plea we received from the Celebration of Grace
Church in Canton, for financial relief.

e. Past or 6 sPastoe PooyrPtinsen suggested that we adopt the theological language of
iMi ssion Plano instead of budget and AGi vi
the term Agrowtho instead of Adeficito or
financially responsible in our governance, we must also appeal to the Spirit. Also, Kennesaw
State University has a new registered st uct
Lutheran campus ministry.

Pastor Tony also reported that New Member classes are now being held on Sundays and tha
Nikki McFarland is available to use the spiritual gifts database to help us identify leadership
positions needed.

The meeting was adjourned and closed in prayer at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted (in the absence of the Secretary):
Dave Winchell and Pastor Tony Prinsen

The Journey Campus Ministry
Needs Small Group Mentors

When he walked this earth, Jesus ministered to crowds but invested the majority of his time,
energy, gifts his life - in the next generation of young leaders. He invited them into close relp-
tionship and challenged them to take responsibility in God's mission. His life was accessible,
and from him they learned not only about God's Word, but how an intimate relationship with the
Father flows with kingdom power. He was transparent with everything, teaching them, inviting
them to share his calling, and giving them opportunities to grow, fail, and mature. It was trans-

formative. This ancient path that Jesus modeled for us is what we often refer to at The Jounney
as "intentional discipleship." Being intentional about discipleship for and with the next genera-
tion of leaders is our core purpose for ministry at KSU.

We need disciples just like you who can volunteer to serve as Small Group Mentors to walk
with a group of sameex college students 2 hours each week when school is in session.
Our small groups (we call them Journey Groups) usually consisbastddents. For more
information, call or email Dan Boles, Campus Pastor of The Journey at 404.384.7756 or
dan@thejourneyKSU.org.

To learn more about The Journey, weww.thejourneyKSU.org

MUST Food Donation Needed for This Month:
Canned Fruit

Thanks to all who contribute to MUST Ministries!


http://www.thejourneyKSU.org

Attn Blood Donors

During our first 2 hours of our Nov 10th blood drive we experienced our first problem with LifeSouth,
our blood provider! Any donor that had donated at our Sept blood drive and returned to donate again
was deferred...major problem for everyone. | am so pleased that LifeSouth responded the way they d
and | wanted to share their response to me. Pl
in charge of all of Georgia with LifeSouth

We have to remember the big pictared not just something that might inconvenience us for awhile.

| know that Jesus donated his blood for me and you for our salvation. | believe that by donating my
blood every 2 months this is my way of paying it forward to those that need a 2nd or 3rd chance to
become closer to Christ...this is one way tha

Just want to remind you that our next blood drive will be Jan 19th frofpéh and we will be serving
Chili and cornbread to all the donors. If you can't donate, because of medication or whatever, think
about helping by donating to cook Chili and cornbread and replace yourself with someone that can
donate. In January we will lextremely short for our community blood supplyTolleges and corpo-
rations don't have blood drives during January, but people still need blood...so that's why we always
have a January blood drive to do wha can to make a difference and share the word of Christ!!!

Thanks for helping however you caBbd's grace to you & Thank You!

Tonna Williams
7707139899
tonna617@bellsouth.net

2012 Blood Drives
(All blood drives are held on a Thursday)

Jan. 19............... 2:00-7:00pm July 12.......eeeeeeeen. 2:457:45pm
March 15............. 2:00-7:00pm Sept. B.evvveieiineens 2:457:45pm
May 17.....ccccoo... 2:457:45pm Nov. 8.....coeeeeennnn. 2:00-7:00pm

Please Label Your Stuff!

All ministry groups and individuals are asked to please label the resources you have in stofage
and items that are out and in useOur staff, volunteers and property people work to clean and
organize the church and grounds so that our resources are kept in order to be handy to mgmbers
but also attractive to guests and visitors (potential new membéiganing and organizing is
actually evangelism ministrylt shows pride in our church and helps others to feel welcome. |To

that end, it is very helpful to know what items belong to whom and who to contact before moving
resources, or putting items in storage, recycling, or disposal. It almost never fails that sompgthing
one person might throw away is an item of importance to another. We need to communicdte
about these things and in order to communicate we need to know who to contact, so pleasg label
your stuff! Thank you.
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Sidonia Gause's Letter in Regard to
First United Lutheran Church Blood Drive - November 10th

Tonna,

Thank you for sharing your concerns and observations as it related to our NovefiBéodd Drive

at First United Lutheran Church. We welcome your feedback and are glad to have the opportunity 1
improve our service and standing in the community through our partnership which provides critically
needed blood products to many patients in the Georgia community.

We are especially appreciative of all of the hard work and commitments made by you and th
congregation. We were overjoyed to hear so many donors had signed up to donate at tfibalrive.
number far exceeded our expectations! It is wonderful to see the dedication to help.

Though the entire Georgia management team was in Florida for an annual corporate meeting, v
were quickly notified of the issue registering the day of your drive. | am proud to report that our an
nual meeting was brought to an immediate halt in order to figure the issue and solution! We had
departments at the highest level in the company working together feverishly to provide the guidanc
needed. Our medical staff reviewed donors from previous drives, while our IT team reviewed th
INELIGIBLE status that appeared as your members registered and our Quality Control Departmel
ensured we followed FDA guidelines to guarantee the health and safety of all donors.

In the end, we were able to determine that one of the laptops used to register at the previous dr
did not completely 6ésyncd the donor informat
the actual donation made by each member registered with that computer. Different donations ha
different eligibility renewal dates; Apharesis donations are allowed every two weeks, blood dona
tions are allowed every 51 days and double red cell donations (ALYX) requires a 16 week waitin
period. In order to ensure the safety of the donors, the system moved the eligibility of all the dono
to the longest period, which is why members of your congregation were showing that they were n
eligible to donate.

We are very apologetic that the issue occurred and caused inconvenience to your members. We
happy to say that is it the first we have ever experienced this situation and as a result were able to |
checks and processes in place in order to avoid the problem in the future.

We appreciate the patience and understanding from all of the First United Lutheran Churcl
congregation and friends. | would also like to give a special thank you to Jim Stiber, Jack Sorejiar
Trish Holle, Janet Stover and Tom Vandenberg for their extensive fortitude and dedication.

| do understand that there were other members that could not stay due to scheduling issues but
very committed as well. Please know that | realize the inconvenience we caused and truly apologi:
to Wanda Hoyt, Carolyn Finley, Joel Buxton and Nancy Buxton.

Tonna, your special effort to communicate our opportunity and your ideas was a refreshing reasst
ance of partnership and support that will allow us to continue collecting these life saving donations
As you know, each donation has the potential to save three lives!

Please thank your congregation & friends for the devotion and extend my apologies for the
inconveniences.



Is That All There Is?

by Anna Seden
Ails that all there is?0
| 6ve asked that question. You
Along the Road The partyoés over and you feel &

except a big mess of leftover cake, a soggy ice cream tub, and hastily
torn wrapping paper. The gifts were nice but you feel empty. What were you expecting? Wh:e
more did you want?s that all there is?

Christmas with all of its anticipation, hopes, and expectatiorig|as ended and the new year has
been rung in.Is that all there is?Al | t he hurry to get fAhereo
have arrived. Someti mes wedbre in such a hu
journey and, joarheyvelratalilt,6ds sanlblt abhoeut ?

So,is that all thereis?What do you do when the answer t
Someti mes t her ed apthatvwehat fobowscafierwardstfeelg empty, and then so
do I. What do you do when you feel restless, irritable, discontent, lost, alone? How do you chang
how you feel and bring back the joy? It has been my experience that this feeling often arise
when | d&m focused on myself. I create expe
or not the expectations are met. I get a
whether | mean for it to or not. You know, there is power in attitude, and an attitude of disconter
or pessimism can spread |ike a virus. It o
hope or joy. Who wants to live there for any length of timks?hat all there is?

But enthusiasm is just as infectious as pessimism is. Enthusiasm is like a double rainbow hung

the sky after a bitter storm. Doesndt e v e
nearby just so they can see it, dondét we?
when the sun refuses to be hidden any | ong

ured by the number of breaths we take but
Cooper) What takes your breath away? How can you cultivate an attitude of breathless delight~

Life is all around you. You are full of G
joy of His presence, | believe enthusiasm and joy will grow in you. Soon you will be able to se¢
opportunities to share it with others all around you. As a candle joined by other candles grows
warmth and brightness, joy grows as it is shared.

| f you, however, find this is your Awinter
radi ate Godbdés | ove and joy. Per haps mptalu wi
there is. God has so much more planned for us. May we be who and what He intends for us
be, and may He bless us along the way.
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Shannon and Lola Sullins

OM/g New

= mto {0 Our’

//, Church
Equipping Ministry

Family Feature of the Month

Shannon Sullins is one of our newest members at FULC.

She was born in Orlando, FL. Her father was in the Air Force, so she has lived many
places over the years. She has been married to her husband, Joey, for three years, an
have a precious fifteen month old daughter, Lola.

FULC has made her feel comfortable like the churches she grew up in. She works full
as a medical animator/illustrator. She gets to draw for a living which she really loves. |
her spare time, Shannon spends every possible moment with Lola which makes her a
fantastic mother.

If you see Shannon at church, please take the time to get to know her.
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time
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Signup Today & Become a Joyftul Singer
Al'l Boys & Gi r | sgru 5th&rade4

We will begin rehearsal on January 8th in the Music Room after the 11:15 Worship Service.
Rehearsal will be around 30 to 40 minutes, two Sundays a month, and we will sing one or two
Sundays a month. Vi hopes children from both worship services will become Joyful Singers!

Y

Contact Vi Tatz with any questions: 770-432-1354 J(\w
Please fill out information below and place in Vi Tatz mail box. £
Childs Name:
Birth Date:
Parent 6s Name:
Phone:
Email:

€ a



Sunday

11:00 AM Cne Service Only Mew Years Day: Traditional Service
3:00 PM - €:00 PM Kenya Baraka Int'| Fellowship Church - Room 215/204

8

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Praise & Worship

10:15 AM Colleen Hamis Bible Study - Luke

10:15 AM Mew Member Class

10:15 AM Sunday School

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM Traditional ELW Worship

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM Property Mesting

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace Univ

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM Kenys Baraks Int| Fellowship Church - Room 215/204

15

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Praise & Worship

10:15 AM Colleen Hamis Bible Study - Luke

10:15 AM Mew Member Class

10:15 AM Sunday School

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM Traditionsl ELW Worship

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace Univ

3:00 PM - €:00 PM Kenya Baraka Int'| Fellowship Church - Room 2158/204

22

5:00 AM - 10:00 AM Fraise & Worship

10:15 AM Colleen Hamis Bible Study - Lukes

10:15 AM Mew Member Class

10:15 AM Sunday Schoaol

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM Traditional ELW Worship

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financisl Feace Univ

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM Kenys Baraks Int| Fellowship Church - Room 215/204

29

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Praise & Worship

10:15 AM Colleen Hamis Bible Study - Luke

10:15 AM New Member Class

10:15 AM Sunday School

11:18 AM - 12:15 PM Traditional ELW Worship

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace Univ

Monday

6:45 PM - 8:45 PM North Metro Toastmasters
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Jerry Finley VDT

9

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM Mary Martha Circle
6:00 PM Pastor Prinsen Bible Study

6:45 PM - 8:45 PM Morth Metro Toastmasters
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Christian Concerns

16

6:00 PM Pastor Prinsen Bible Study

6:45 PM - 8:45 PM Morth Metro Toastmasters
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearssl

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Jemry Finley VDT

23

6:00 PM Fastor Frinsen Bible Study

6:45 PM - 8:45 PM Morth Metro Toastmasters
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

30

6:00 PM Pastor Prinsen Bible Study

6:45 PM - 8:45 PM Morth Metro Toastmasters
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday

6:00 PM Quilters For Christ

6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Dittrich Reunicn Group

7:00 PM - 9:30 PM Carzlyn Finley Reunicn Group
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Scns of God Reunion Group

10
10:00 AM - 1:00 AM Ls Leche
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Caring for the Caretaker

7

6:00 PM Quilters For Christ

6:30 PM - 7:20 PM Dittrich Reunicn Group

7:00 PM - 9:30 PM Carclyn Finley Reunicn Group
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Serenity’s Sisters Reunion
Group

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Scns of God Reunion Group

24

1
6:30 PM - 7:20 PM Dittrich Reunicn Group

i Janual

We

11

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM }
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM Q
7:00 PM - 8:20 PM CO

18
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM }
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM €O

25
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM }
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

1
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM |
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM CO

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM Kenys Baraka Int'| Fellowship Church - Room 215/204

A New Year 6s Resol i

Join Pastor Prinsen in making a
through the Bible this year. There is a reading schedule that can

be found on the website of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America at:
http://www.elca.org/WhaWe-Believe/TheBible/Readthe-Bible/
ReadtheBible-in-OneYear.aspx

Or just go to elca.org and sear
it will get you there too. You can download the daily reading plans for the year and get
started. You can also pick up a copy of the reading plan in the church office, or just let Pas-
tor Prinsen know and he will email it to you as well. You can email him at
pr.tonyprinsen@hotmail.com.

10
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nuary

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

4 5 6 7
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Pastor Cluster Meeting 10:00 AM - 3:00 AM KESU Choir Practice
10:00 AM Sharon Mos CCG 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM AA Meeting

3 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM Celebration Singers‘Band

Fractice
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Emberg Reunion Group

e 12 13 14

10:00 AM - 11:20 AM Kennell Bible Study
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM Quilters For Christ
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM COW {Confirmation)

18
10:00 AM - 11:20 AM Kennell Bible Study
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM COW [Confirmaticn)

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM Celebration Singers’'Band
Practice

7:00 PM FULC Council Meeting

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Emberg Reunion Group
8:00 PM Worship with The Journey

19

10:00 AM Sharon Moe CCG

2:00 PM - 7:00 PM LifeScuth Blood Drive
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM Celebration Singers/Band
Practice

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Emberg Reunion Group

8:00 PM - 2:00 PM AA Meeting

20
8:00 PM - 2:00 PM AA Meeting

2
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM Ultreya

25 26 27 28
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Kennell Bible Study 6:30 PM - 3:00 PM Celebration Singers/Band 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM AA Mesting
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM Quilters For Christ Practice
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Emberg Reunion Group
8:00 PM Worship with The Journey
4

1
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Kennell Bible Study
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM COW [Confirmation)

2

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Pastor Cluster Meeting
10:00 AM Sharcn Mee CCG

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM Celebration Singers/Band
Practice

T:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Emberg Reunicn Group

3
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM AA Meeting

How does reading through the Bible in a year work®e will all read the readings inde-
pendently and get together quarterly to chat about the readings, ask questions, and encoure
one another in the resolution. Pastor Prinsen is available for conversations and questions
about the readings between meetings too.

How do | get started?Get the reading schedule from the website, church office or Pastor.
Please let Pastor Prinsen know that you are making the resolution to read through the Bible
in 2012 so that you can be included on the list for meetings and other information. We will
begin on January®] but the program is set up for you to begin anytime, so you can begin
earlier or later as you wish.

What if | fall behind in readings or cannot finish in a year™No problem! The main goal

of this program is spend more time in the Bible. If you fall behind, just pick up either where
you left off or pick up with the reading assigned for the day. If you cannot finish in a year,
then finish in the next year, or start again in the next year. While reading the Bible in a year
can be a challenge, itis really meantto be afgithowi ng experi émate of
another stress in life.

11



God IS Good

(Author Unknown)
God IS Good!!! No! | mean real\REALLY good!!

You already know this. Many of us say it ever
surprise you sometimes is just how good He is at taking care of our needs, every day. Well, it surprise
me anyway.

Even though there was a period of years in my life that | didn't attend church regularly, my Faith never
wavered, was always strong, and | did pray regularly. I've always trusted that God was taking care of
me. Oh, I've sometimes questioned why I've "suffered" things that happened to me that may have
seemed tough on me, especially things that tuggen'tfair or right. And there had been a LOT of

things happen to me in the last year or so that truly were NOT right or fair.

What surprised me this day was just how carefully and in dfail God was taking care of our needs!
How He could know, and provide a specifiing that wasexactly preciselywhat we needed at that
moment in time? Let me explain a little background.

Since the previous autumn, it had been ayear of trials for me, in every sense of that word: trials at wo

(mostly just everyday situations, but as a co
At home there were medical trials, financial trials, family crisis trials, and any other kind that you might
think of, including an actual | awsuit filed a

makes you stronger. 0

My son was off to college the previous fall (just one of the financial trials) and my daughter was just
about to enter her teen years, with all t hose
things alone can be difficult enough for any family. In addition, my spouse of 25 years had been a can
cer patient for 5 years, and her health was failing. My children would soon lose their mother.

On top of that, in | ate August the previous vy
involved with civil trials before, but only as a witness, as part of my job. It was a completely different
matter to need to hire a lawyer to defengselfl! And the plaintiff had tried very hard to slander me

with the most vile angviL of lies. It was a person I'd been close to and trusted, for 30 years.

Thanksgiving and Christmas that year certainly will not be the best in any of my memory, or any of my
family, but we all managed to find some joy and things to be thankful for. Early in January my legal
problem was settled at Medi at ibadto"seMdi thdt reatter,i wa
could live with the settlement terms.

Perhaps the most hurtful aspect of the lawsuit was that it came from someone | had trusted, without
reserve, as long as we had known each other. It was also the biggest financial loss my family ever ex-
perienced, in that | had been forced to hand over $25,000 to a lawyer and other costs, to defend myse
from horrible, slanderous lies. What stung even more was that someone whom | hadntypigtely

more than half of my life could do such a thing.

Still, even with a good health insurance plan, the legal expenses were not much more than our annual
medical bills, with a cancer patient in the family. And soon those financial costs were the least of my
family's concerns. I n March, we buried my chi
12 years old.

12
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While all of our extended family had known the diagnosis for several years, her mother's rapid decline
and death were more sudden to her. In the prior 4+ years, her mother just couldn't tell her she was te
minally ill, or let anyone else tell her that there was no cure for her cancer, only treatments that helpe
maintain her quality of Ilifeé.. until there w

My daughter and son finished their school year with good grades, and we took a long vacation, visitin
some of my family far away. By late August we were back home, still adjusting to new family routines
and doing really well | think, in spite of it all. My son was back at college, but close enough to visit
whenever he wanted (and had time for his little sister and me!).

The Hospice, where their mother had spent her last few weeks, was sponsoring a Camp for children
who had lost a close family member. My daughter was a little excited (I think) about spending a week
end without helping dad clean house and other chores. She had been really great most of the time sir
losing her mom, and we all (her extended family) thought that after seeing her mother suffer those las
few months, she was almost relieved to see that end.

Still, I can only guess at what she feels, still having two living parents myisetheir 80's and with

health issues, but still relatively well. We had myldws staying with us through the medical ordeals

and hospice stay, but they were gone now and it was just the two of us. In general, | thought we were
doing remarkably well.

Of course there was some melancholy, and her occasionafloveit over things that seemed insig-
nificant to me, but | think | expected that, as did everyone else. She was looking forward to this camp
weekend in early November. We planned that | would pick her up early from school that Friday, be-
cause she had to be at the bus, leaving from the Hospice at about 2:30pm. Since she had a test in he
lpm2: 30pm cl ass, we decided | would just pick
the test anyway.

She had been mostly packed by Thursday afternoon, and finished that evening. She had everything <
needed, including her own pillow in a small suitcase. We put her sleeping bag in a-kizehplastic
bag with a favorite light blanket in there too, a gift from her mother.

Friday morning | took her suitcase to the car since | would not be stopping back at the house when |
left work to pick her up. Back inside, | picked up my laptop case and the plastic sack with her sleeping

bag & blanket. Then | asked her if instead of
passoffs that morning. | was running late anyway, and it would make little difference if | detoured and
took her to school, so thatodés what we did.

| went on to work, then left early and picked her up again 5 hours later at 1pm. The hospice was only
about 30 minutes away, so that left us some free time to kill. That morning she'd said she needed sor
hair conditioner for the trip, so we stopped at a Target store just about 5 minutes away from the hos-

pice. We walked around the store trying to think of anything else we might need at home.

We bought some leftover Halloween candy at ¥ price, some canned cat food for our aging tabby, anc
my daughter's hair supplies. Then we drove the short distance to the hospice. There was a nice char-
tered bus already in the parking lot, to transport thesegsiVing children to a weekend of [at least a
little bit of] fun. | got out her suitcase, and she was looking to grab the sack with her sleeping bag and
extra bl anket éébut it WASNOGT THER@oht|hu!edonpagel4)
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(Continued from page 13)

With the quick change of plans that morning, taking her to school early instead of riding the bus, | mus
have set the bag down, and never got it out to my car!! Oh Nooooo!!!! The camp bus was scheduled tc
leave at 3pm. It was 2:35 now. With traffic at this time of day, we were probably 45 minutes or more
from home, so it never entered my thoughts that | could go get that bag. The camp was only about 2
hours from our house (assuming rraish hour traffic) but it would be difficult, costly in gas and time,

and I never really considered taking her later that evening.

What entered my mind i mmediately wupon realizi
AiBoy!! God IS good. Really, really GOOD!! 060 Ho
our lives?

While walking around the Target store, we had happened to pass by a shelf of clearance items that he
a nice new sleeping bag. Since we had one in the car (¢hsaght!) and at least 3 more at home, WE
sure didndét need one, but at | price and it w
even said so to my daughter!! How could He have known that a sleeping bag was exactly what we
neededRIGHT AT THAT MOMENT?

I think my daughter flashed on that sleeping
back in 15 minuteso éé and |l eft her in the pa
less time, with a brand new sleeping bag. Even better, when the cashier rang it up, it was reduced by
75% offé.. even more than the | the clearance
what |1 6d been thinking: ABoy, God is REALLY g

Such a small thing, to make Godb6s presence so
Yes, it had been a difficult year, with many kinds of trials and many kinds of losses, but | know God is
still taking care of us, each and every day. When times are tough and we may not be able to see the b
ger picture in His plans, we just need to kee
Faith, and things just like this help me realize that miracles, large and small still happen, every day.

Thank Youfor Bringing Happiness to Others
Through Your Love & Generosity

I would like to thank everyone who donated to the Thanksgiving Turkey Fund this year. Your
generosity helped 31 families with their Thanksgiving meal and provided 19 food baskets for
KSU students.

In addition to these Thanksgiving gifts, we were also able to provide help for some Christmas
meals. We gave 5 turkey breasts and 3 turkeys to the YWCA & Women's Shelter and 3 turkey
breasts and 5 turkeys to other families.

In God's Service,
Jerry Finley
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Quilters for Christ

January Schedule:
Tuesday, Jan 37 6:00

Learn a New Quilt Pattern
I n February we wil!/|

Tuesday, Jan 17" i 6:00
Wednesday, Jan 11" 12:00  Wednesday, Jan 25" i 12:00

be

|l earni ng dfyosarenpl e

interested in learning about quilting or are looking to try a new pattern, please watch for

information to follow about dates and times.

For more information contact: Michelle Ingram or Barbara Kennell

Upcoming
Wednesday Night Dinners

January 11th ~ Pancakes
Youth HelpersAmanda Sorejian

and Amanda Ziegler

January 18th ~ Soup and Sandwiches

Youth HelpersAlec Caslow

and Greg Merwitz

January 25th~ Chicken & Rice
Youth HelpersTBD

February 1st ~ Taco Night
Youth HelpersBishop Gustafson

and Mason Woodard

February 8th ~ Pasta Night
Youth HelpersFaith & Lee Gregory
and Mickey Ragsdale

Nursery Care
Positions Open

FULC is looking to fill two nursery
care positions for Sundays.

or older.

recommendations or for more
information and to apply.

Debra can be contacted at:
daw30064@yahoo.coor
6786997843

Applicants must be 21 years old

Please contact Debra White with
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Only The Name Has Been Changed . . .

9 AM -- Praise & Worship Service You 61 | f i nd t h#edwasemusit,thgp e 0
same liturgical worship, with a more descriptive name.

11:15 AM - Traditional Worship Service. No change here traditional orgaded music and
liturgy from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book.

Coffee Hour Permanently Relocated ’
to the Fellowship Hall "

In order to improve the flow of people between the Sanctuary and the exterior doors, make
our greeting area less crowded and more hospitable to visitors, and give us more room to
mix during coffee hour, the Sunday coffee hour that takes place between early and late
services is being relocated to the Fellowship Halis will also help Sunday School and
Traditional Service to get organized and started more efficiently.

Note: A free-standing sign is being created that will direct visitors and members into the
Fellowship Hall, but it is also important that, if you are a greeter, you assist in that as well.
Thanks for your patience with us as we try out ideas in our efforts to improve what we do!

If You Know Families in Need or Would Like to Donate Items

Josepho6s iSafood pahtry s iy Marietta Church of God

for the support of our church body and our local commuhitgddition

to food donations from our church family and friends, we have recently
partnered with The Atlanta Community Food Banfkis partnership

will allow us to serve more people who are in neldbfood in the
Storehouse is fredt is our great pleasure and blessing to be able to
fulfill God's commission in Matthew 25:336. Barrels are in Room

#116 off the kitchen.

2 Ib bags of flour Canned tomatoes Baby Food Dish Soap

2 Ib bags/boxes of sugar Canned meats: Instant/canned potatoes Deodorant
Spaghetti sauce (spam,chicken, etc.) Soups (canned or dry) Shampoo
Pasta or rice Canned fish: Mac & cheese boxes Soap

Canned tomatoes (tuna, salmon, etc.) Ramen noodles Toothpaste
Baked/canned beans Dried beans Instant coffedless than 30z) Toothbrushes
Canned vegetables Hamburger Helper Ground coffee (small) Sugar free jelly
Canned fruits Cooking oil Tea bags Laundry
Cereals (cold or hot) Peanut butter Toilet Paper detergent
Crackers Jelly Tissues
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Small Ministry Group

Feature of the Month

Our Organist/Choir Director, Anita Norman, came on board at FULC
in October 2009 A native of Davenport, lowa, Anita lived many
years in Minneapolis and Omaha before moving to Atlanta in
1999. She is the proud mother of Dan Grussing, a senior English/
Saociology double major at the University of Minnesota, and Hannah
Grussing, a junior at Campbell High School in Smyrna and beautiful,
bubbly cellist in the Georgia Youth Symphony Orchesirae
youngest member of the family is their little shih tzu, Chico, who
loves to come to choir rehearsal whenever Mama will let Aihe

‘- ~ 1 family enjoys spending time together over board games or a good
Anita Norman homecooked meal and looks forward to a great 2012 full of God's
blessings and joy!

Anita's favorite hymns are "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" and "I Love to Tell the Story", her favorite
Bible verse is John 10:10 Have come that they might have life, and have it more abundantly,” and
her favorite quote, the mantra by which she lives, is from Katherine Graham BAfashifigton

Post) "To love what you do and feel that it matters, how could anything be more Beifiy a

church musician her entire life has allow&ita to do what she loves, know that it matters, and

have a ton of fun in the procesShe considers it a blessing to have served in churches of nearly
every denomination, where she has heard God's Word proclaimed by so many of His faithful
servants.She is also grateful for the ministry of music at FULC, made possible by the wonderful
people in the choir and Celebration Band who so tirelessly give of their time and talent every week
in order to help bring the Good News of Christ's love alive in the hearts of our congregation.

Calling all Ministry and Small Groups!

Each month | feature a small group/ministry in the Uniter. If you would like your group to be
featured, please contact Nikki McFarland at nikkimcfarland@yahoo.com e348¥8797.

Special Thanks!

On behalf of myself and the staff of First United Lutheran Church, we are very thankful
for the generosity of the love gifts for Christmas this ydars an honor, a pleasure and a
blessing to be called to serve such a wonderful congregatieniook forward to 2012 and
continuing in ministry together, sharing Jesus Christ and his good news for all people!
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Dave Ramsey’s

Financial 2z~

UNIVERSITY

NEW CLASS PREVIEW
JANUARY 8, 2012 A 3PN

THIS 13 WEEK CLASS STARTS
JANUARY 15, 2012

Atlanta, GA
January 21-6RM1PM
Gwinnett Arena

DISCOUNTED TICKETS
AVAILABLE THRU FULC

CONTACT RON EMBERG
FOR MORE DETAILS:

770 -928 -0037 (H) A 404 -444 -1645 (C)
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