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Heather Stufft [P Merriman’s sister in law]; Randy & Claudette Johnson [Seden Family]; Glenn Corbin,   
Reba  [R Mattock’s family];   Juanita Bagge,   Bob [C McCarthy’s brother in law];   Emma Hodges,  Paul 
Tabanelli  [C Tabanilli’s son];  Deborah & Atreyu Gardner;   Lee Roy  [Kendrick friend],   Janet Rooks,   
Melody [Brandau-Shirley daughter-in-law];   Christa [S Olney’s cousin];   William Stickney, [Einert family];    
Camesa family;   Dick [Douglass friend];   Larry Mahler;    Cheryl Johnson and her neph-
ew, Jason;    Lou Boyer;   Kay Grubb;   Vi Tatz;   Duane Whitesel & his mother-in-
law, Darlene;   Caryn Miller Jackson;  Sherry,  James S,   Rink  & Pastor Ricky   [B Newton's 
friends];   Carl Froemming;  Ron Emberg  & his sister, Linda;   Tim W [P. Beyer’s friend];   Lauren [E 
Williams’ friend],  Sharon  [ B Metcalf’s family];   Mia [Werner family];    Mitzi [G Peterson's  sis-
ter];   Christopher & Jessica  [S Link's son & daughter];   newborn  Bohdi, [P Thompson's friend];   Brian 
[N Boccadoro’s friend];  Pete Kesler;   Brett Roks;  Danielle,  Derrick  [J Russell's friends & family];   Mol-
ly Werner;   Sherry Quitter;  Terry [E Tennis’s son];   Tiffany  [M Stahlman's niece];  Eva, Helen & Kev-
in [B Woodward's friends & family];  Bill S [Copenhaver’s brother-in-law]; Carl H [J Smith's 
cousin];   Lucille Murphy;  Jim Stiber;   Gladys Schlegel. 

Dave Smith [Nancy Fry-
man’s brother];   Gregory Eliopolis [George Eliopolis’ brother];   Suzanne Thomie [ Brett Roks’ 
mother];  Kat Are [Kathy Grizzle’s mother];   Wendy Greene [Trudy Kendrick’s mother];   Joann 
Gustafson [Dave Gustafson’s sister];   and Frank Greene [Trudy Kendrick’s father]. 
 

Brandon [Kathy Grizzle’s cousin],  Cheyenne Caulfield [former stu-
dent of Molly Werner];   Wayne Harrah [Nephew of Anita Norman]; [Brandau-Shirley family]   Nicholas 
Brandau,   Marshall Wish &  Stephen Kotowski;  Brian Uncapher;   and Casey Peterson [Great grandson 
of Doug & Evelyn Tennis]. 
 

Julia & Vincent Leiyoole [Kenya];   Baraka Women’s Centre [Kenya];  Lutheran 
Church of Guatemala [ILAG] and ILAG Elementary Schools;   Anna & Kevin Kornelis [Bethlehem];  
Adrainne & Ben Gray family [Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land]; Christ Lutheran 
Church’s  visit to Kenya in March. 

If you have friends or loved ones that can be  
removed from this list, please contact the  

prayer chain at prayerchain@fulc.org. 
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Pastor’s Page 

  

Entering the Season of Lent 
 

 On Wednesday, February 14, we observe Ash Wednesday and enter the church season of Lent.  
Lent commemorates the 40* days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness and endured temptations by Sa-
tan.  This period in Jesus’s life falls between his Baptism and his subsequent public ministry of healing, 
teaching and proclaiming the Good News of God’s Kingdom. 
 Traditionally a time to focus especially on prayer, fasting and service/charity, Lent is a rich op-
portunity to “go deep” in our faith practices to better prepare ourselves as followers of Jesus. Here at 
FULC we’ll begin Lent with an Ash Wednesday service on February 14th and have a chance to create 
resources for our home worship at our intergenerational event on Sunday, February 18th. Below are a 
few ideas to help you in your discipleship: 
 Prepare for Lent: Now until Ash Wednesday, spend time alone or with your family talking about 
the role of prayer, fasting and service/charity in your life/lives.  Name the distractions to your practice of 
these spiritual disciplines and plan doable practices that you will try to adopt throughout the season of 
Lent.  
 Prayer: Make a commitment to daily prayer. Set aside a regular time in your day to listen for 
God’s leading, identify God’s work in the world or your life and to lift your concerns and joys to God.  
The church has a number of resources to help you with daily prayer or get daily prayers from Luther 
Seminary here http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/default.aspx  Encourage young children to draw pic-
tures of people, animals or situations about which they are praying. Perhaps keep a simple notebook in 
which you write words or names or even draw pictures of your prayer foci.  Colored pencils can be used 
to illumine your prayer concerns. 
 Fasting:  Lutherans aren’t big on the practice of fasting or going without a meal or food item.  
However, try fasting from a meal or a beloved food for one day a week through Lent. Of course, fasting 
from habits and practices that interfere with our devotion to God can be just as rich.  Do you spend a lot 
of time on social media or watching TV? Spend a lot of time alone? Consider inviting someone for a 
meal or cut back on your consumption of social media and other electronics. 
 Service/charity: Lent provides a natural time to take stock of our lives and evaluate how we 
reach out to others in need.  Homebound members can offer to help write notes to members or make 
phone calls.  Families can seek out opportunities to serve together through MUST and other local organi-
zations.  If you need help with ideas, contact our Christian Concerns committee through the church of-
fice.   

http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/default.aspx
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That’s it.  I’m moving to Australia.  This has been one of those days all morn-
ing!  After yesterday’s fiascos, I thought for sure today would be better but 
no… here it is again… another “Alexander Day.”  There ought to be a law 
against having two “Alexander Days” in a row!   
When my children were little, one of our favorite books to read was 
“Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day” by Judith 

Viorst.  From start to finish nothing goes right for Alexander, and by the end of the book he tells his 
mom he’s going to move to Australia.  Surely things are better there, he reasons, to which mom an-
swers that everyone has bad days now and again… even in Australia.  It’s a great book for discuss-
ing this fact of life as well as how we each learn to cope with and even resolve such days.  Even 
now a day out of whack in our lives is known as an “Alexander Day.”   

I’ve had days when I didn’t want to get out of bed.  Just pull the covers over my head.  Days 
when I felt sad and weepy for no reason I could name.  Perhaps you have too?  Maybe there were 
times when you looked forward to something that didn’t happen.  Times when someone or some-
thing disappointed you.  Days when it seemed everything that could go wrong did. Your world was 
just falling apart.  You couldn’t handle one more weight on your shoulders. What did you do?  How 
did you cope? Here are a few ideas you might find useful. 

Every day is only 24 hours long.  It doesn’t go on forever.  And if you’re like me, you sleep 
part of those 24 hours so there’s even less than 24 hours to have to deal with life’s issues!   

Don’t let feelings or situations defeat you.  Deal with your Alexander Day one incident at a 
time.  It’s easier to handle the missteps of life one at a time instead of being overwhelmed by look-
ing at the entire pile.   

Remember that God walks beside you and is willing and able to help carry the load.  Though 
He already knows what you need, don’t forget to ask. 

A problem is only as big as you allow it to be. (Tell it “no.”) 
Take a new perspective: Look for the solution instead of at the problem.  Look at a situation 

as developing instead of disintegrating. 
There is always a light at the end of the tunnel if we live by faith and not by sight. Can we 

focus on trusting that all will end well instead of only seeing what is falling apart right now?  (2 Co-
rinthians, 5:7 NIV) 

And lastly, if you feel as though a break would help, take it.  It’s okay to occasionally crawl 
under the covers for a while.  It’s okay to be sad and disappointed for a while.  The danger is getting 
stuck there.   

The trick is to be prepared ahead of time with ways to handle our Alexander Days.  Perhaps 
that’s why so many people enjoy Judith Viorst’s book.  Talking about situations ahead of time al-
lows us to consider ways to cope.   

In the Bible there are stories of many who learned to work through trials and renew their 
hope by looking to God during their struggles.  Here’s just one example: “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1) 

Alexander Days will come and go, but God will always be there.  May you feel His presence 
along the road in your journey of life. 

Alexander Days 
        By Anna Seden 
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We still need partners to help with 
input on our faith formation activities 
here at FULC.  If you have any inter-
est, please prayerfully consider trying 
out one meeting. The next one is 

Tues, Feb 6 at 7pm in Room 118. Please con-
tact julie.caslow@fulc.org if you are interested in 
coming or for more information.  

Want to help out God’s smaller creatures? 
Donations of wild birdseed, suet etc. for our 
feeders on the church grounds, 
would be appreciated. See Dave 
Gustafson for details.  

Keep Those Coupons Coming 
Please remember that we are still cutting and 
sending the grocery coupons to the overseas 
commissaries.  Even though Jayne Mattocks 
is no longer heading this project, we are so 
grateful for her leadership and interest in help-
ing the military families overseas.  Janet Stov-
er is happily continuing Jayne’s work.  These 
families appreciate this financial help as they 
serve our country in places that are away from 
the continental U.S.  Please continue to bring 
in your coupons and we will keep sending 
them.  Thank you for your response to this en-
deavor.  We are so blessed 
to be able to help our brave 
military with this small gift. 
 
PLEASE KEEP THOSE 
COUPONS COMING!! 

FULC - United in Caring for Each Other 

 
  The Keeping In Touch  (KIT) team is  seek-
ing those who are interested in lifting spirits, 
giving hope and sharing the love of Christ with 
our members in need. This group will be mak-
ing phone calls, sending notes and visiting 
members who, due to illness or other misfor-
tune, are unable to attend church regularly. 
Some members also serve home communion 
to those who desire it. You may participate in 
any way you choose. If interested in joining or 
for more information, contact Marty Stahlman 
@  770-422-7675 or martystah@gmail.com 
Current members are Marty Stahlman, Nancy 
Boccadoro, Carolyn McCarthy, Bertie Newton, 
Phyllis Beyer, Janet Stover, Evelyn Tennis 
and Bev Metcalf. 

mailto:julie.caslow@fulc.org
mailto:martystah@gmail.com
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Begin the season of Lent with your faith community 
as we gather for worship and the ancient practice 
of being marked with a cross of ashes 
on Wednesday. We hope to see you all there. 
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Levites 
They meet every Tuesday around 9:00 am 
Stop by and meet the guys, get a feel for it! 
  
Have any general maintenance skills? 
Do you like to fix things?  
Do you love helping out the church?  
Have some spare time on Tuesday mornings?  
Know how to change a lightbulb? 
  
If you answered “yes” to any of the above…  
The. Levites. Want. You!   
  
These classy gentlemen keep the church up and going! Some duties include: re-
stocking the pews with attendance cards, helping with fire inspections, small aes-
thetic tasks and changing a couple light bulbs here and there… the Levites keep 
busy with that and more. Take a chance and be a part of something big! 
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To plan an event view the FULC calendar on our website at fulc.org. 
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Christian   Concerns 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
Council continues the process of finding an Interim Pastor who can move us through the Call 
Process this year.  We are interviewing a candidate now, and as soon as there is something de-
finitive to report, I will let you know.  Rather than wait, I’d like to move ahead with the selec-
tion of our call committee per our Constitution: 
 
From our constitution: 
C.13.05 A Call Committee comprised of five (5) voting members shall be elected when a pasto-
ral vacancy occurs.  The Congregation Council shall elect three (3) members and this congrega-
tion shall elect two (2) members from amongst the voting members of this congregation.  The 
members’ terms shall terminate upon installation of the newly called pastor. 
 
In order to do this, we'd like anyone interested in serving on this committee to submit a (no 
more than) one-page document to the council for consideration.  Council will select an initial 3 
individuals and then submit the other names at a meeting of the congregation for a vote. 
In the document (Call Committee Application), we recommend the following format: 
One paragraph on your background:  Name, age range (18-35, 36-55, over 55), and number of 
years at FULC.  Another paragraph telling us why you'd like to serve. 
 
You'll need to be available for travel (may require overnight stays, paid for by the church) and 
periodic meetings at FULC. You will select a chair and report to the President of the Church 
Council. 
 
We will accept applications over the 1st 3 Sundays in February.  On February 20th (next Coun-
cil meeting) Council will select 3 individuals and prepare for congregational meeting to be held 
between service on Feb 25th to vote for the final 2. 
 
Your prayerful consideration for participation is encouraged. 
Thank you to all who have stepped up to help with a variety of things in the absence of a Pastor 

this month and until we secure an Interim.  This is truly God’s effort, not any one individual’s, 

and I thank you all for the hours you spend working for this church.  Your prayers for this pro-

cess are surely needed! 

 

Sincerely, 

Martha 

 

P.S.   Let this serve as initial notice of the Congregational Meeting to be held on February 25th 

at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.  We'll announce through Temple Talks, through our social me-

dia posts, and through our phone tree message.  Please help us spread the word and make sure 

all who are interested have a chance to participate. 
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Praying Through The Call Process  
By Bev Metcalf 

“A Small Church that Prays a lot is better than a big church without Prayer”  
A member recently sent this quote to the FULC Small Prayer group in thanksgiving for their 
diligence in prayer over FULC and its members concerns for 13 years now. I believe whole-
heartedly that our prayer group is the backbone of our congregation.  
As a council member at large and also a member of the FULC prayer group, I would like to em-
phasize the importance of prayer in the coming months as we, as a congregation, work though 
the call process with the goal of finding a new pastor.   
*Please pray for wisdom and discernment for the church Council as the members work toward 
the selection of an interim Pastor and as we begin work in selection of a call committee. 
*Please pray for FULC’s members’ unity, strength and support of each other as we begin this 
season of change and that we be open to hearing and following God's direction in the coming 
months.  
*In addition, Small Prayer group would like to form a subgroup that commits to pray regularly 
and receive specific prayer requests as they arise as we work through the call process. If you 
would like to be part of this group, please email Nancy Boccadoro 
at nancysboccadoro@bellsouth.net 
Lastly, If you feel so inclined , please consider stepping to the altar at the end of Sunday ser-
vices to join with other members in silent prayer for God’s will and guidance for our congrega-
tion.  

Gotta Talk? 
 

If you or your committee is interested in 
scheduling a Temple Talk, we ask that you 
sign up your request in the church office.  
Make sure you leave a date and contact infor-
mation, so we can let you know whether it's 
possible to schedule one. 
 

You also may email Jennifer Russell directly 
and she will add you to the request list. 

Temple Talk 
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      A Step Toward…. Meeting Our Goals 
By Bev Metcalf 

 
One of the first priorities of the new Council 
2017-18 was to establish key goals and objec-
tives for FULC. The third one was to:  
 
“Reach out to our local and global community 
through Evangelism - in part, to be accom-
plished by: Seeking opportunities to  become…. 
a visible church deeply committed to working 
ecumenically and with other people of faith.”  
We had just such an opportunity in January.  

190 volunteers from 27 different faith, 
school and community groups joined 
together for the annual Lutheran MLK 
Day of Service. Volunteers participated 
in eight different service projects bene-
fiting children and families served by 
Lutheran Services of Georgia, including 
preparing disaster kits for foster homes 
and disability services host homes, bag-
ging rice for refugees and others. Many 
wrote letters to their federal and state 
legislators and more than 50 attended a 
workshop on racial justice led by Judith 

Roberts from ELCA Racial Justice Min-
istries. It was a very rewarding experi-
ence for us all!  
 
Be on the lookout for more ways to 
serve our local and global community 
– our next group event is the Hunger 
Walk/Run on Feb 25th. Come one, 
come all! Detailed info and a link to 
register at fulc.org!   
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02/02 Amanuel Araya  
02/02 Kaitlynn Peacock  
02/03 Jordan Paul  
02/04 Caryn Jackson 
02/06 Steve Hoge 
02/08 Phyllis Beyer 
02/08 Michael Hairston 
02/08 Talia Prinsen 
02/09 Marin Latino 
02/13 Judy Wright 

02/15 Tracey Boyer  
02/15 Sean Smith  
02/16 Georgia Geiger  
02/17 Jodi Copenhaver  
02/17 Sonya Wood Mahler 
02/17 Grant Mattocks II  
02/19 Delaney Metcalf  
02/19 Joann Uncapher  
02/20 Gayle Smith 
02/22 Talin Mattocks  

02/24 Amanda Ziegler  
02/25 Michael Hextell  
02/26 Hunter Smith Jr.  
02/26 Lisa Starkman  
02/28 Janese Thompson  
02/29 William Harris  
02/29 Sharon Moe  

March Anniversaries 

03/05 James & Tina Paul 
03/14 Barbel & Jeff Woodard  
03/19 Kenny & Erin Ellsworth  
03/20 Duane & Shelly Whitesel  
03/26 Nathan & Traci Green 

03/02 Alijah Andrews 
03/02 Mary Engels 
03/02 Jessica Larson 
03/03 David Brennan 
03/03 Kayla Merriman 
03/03 Ginger Peterson 
03/04 Donna Mize 
03/05 Jennifer Russell 
03/07 Laurel Copenhaver 
03/07 Bertie Newton 
03/10 Wayne Mize 
03/10 Chris Schwanebeck 

03/13 Ardy Boyer 
03/13 Lee Gregory III  
03/13 Trey Samples  
03/14 Donna Eliopoulos  
03/15 Elise Brown 
03/15 Kevin Caslow 
03/16 Carolyn McCarthy  
03/17 Dave Winchell  
03/19 Jim Rooks 
03/19 Mason Woodard  
03/20 Julie Harrison 

03/20 Anita Norman  
03/21 Paul Brandau-Shirley 
03/21 Frank Hull IV 
03/21 Marty Stahlman  
03/22 Christie Smith  
03/22 Markus Werner  
03/28 George Eliopoulos  
03/28 Evelyn Werner-Garcia  
03/29 Nancy Fryman  
03/30 Melissa Smith  
03/31 Addison Willis 

02/06 Sonja & Tim Link 
02/09 Jim & Jill Ragsdale III 
02/10 Tony & Marcy Prinsen  
02/14 Vic & Julie Harrison 
02/14 Rod & Julie Newberry 
02/14 Terry & Nancy Smith 
02/18 Doug & Evelyn Tennis 
02/20 David & Molly Werner 
02/29 Duane & Bev Thewlis 

February Anniversaries 
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Wednesday, February 7:  

Class “The Call of Saul” and  

“The Philippians Hymn” 

 

Wednesday, February 14:  

Ash Wednesday Service 

 

Wednesday, February 21:  

Winter Break—no class 

 

Wednesday, February 28:  

Lent, Class “The Last Supper” 
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Lutheranch and the McKanna-Sandrock Re-
treat Center make 2017 a year of historic 
proportions.               
 
August 5, 2017 is now a landmark date in 
the history of NovusWay Ministries and the 
Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of America with the dedica-
tion of the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Cen-
ter at Lutheranch, Tallapoosa GA. 
NovusWay Minisitries conducted capital 
campaigns generating over $8.9 million in a 
span of about 10 years to purchase the 519-
acre property near Tallapoosa Georgia and 
build the 40-room conference and retreat 
center.  The establishment of the new state-
of-the-art center responds to a critical need 
to meet the growing demand for youth and 
adult outdoor Christian ministry opportunities 
in the Southeast.   
According to Keith Johnson, Executive Director of NovusWay Ministries, the $2.2M gift from Dr.’s James 
McKanna and Vivien Casagrande, not only helped to meet a critical campaign goal, it also enabled us to 
reach funding goals and requirements established by the Board of Trustees, so that construction could 
begin. 
Bishop Julian Gordy, SE Synod of the ELCA, had this to say about the significance of the gift and what it 
will mean to the Southeastern Synod, “While the gift from Jim and Vivien will bless the whole church, its 
meaning to the members and congregations of the Southeastern Synod is hard to overstate.  Here is a 
beautiful piece of God’s handiwork that will provide a setting for faith development and renewal for many 
generations to come.  I’m particularly glad that Jim and Vivien chose to make the gift to honor his ances-
tors.  We always stand on the shoulders of those people of faith who have come before us.” 
When asked about his commitment and gift, the largest in the history of NovusWay Ministries, McKanna 
was modest, “The Lord’s blessings in our lives are much like grace – undeserved but inspiring our grati-
tude as recipients. I’m pleased to leave a legacy for future generations.” 
McKanna is proud of his Lutheran heritage that goes back to the Wilhelm-Loehe-Missioanire-Schule in 
Neuendettelsau on the Sandrock side of the family. In fact, several of his ancestors emigrated from Ger-
many in the 1850’s as missionary pastors to North America, including a great-great grandfather Georg 
Grossman who founded Wartburg College and Wartburg Seminary in Iowa.  Pastor Sigmund H. San-
drock, Jim’s grandfather who is memorialized in the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center naming, served 
numerous congregations in Iowa before “retiring” as a founding administrator of the Bartels Lutheran 
Home for Aged in Waverly, Iowa. 
The family’s camping ministry evolved in the 1960’s at Long Lake Lutheran Camp in northern Wisconsin, 
where Jim’s mother Margaret Sandrock-Mckanna served as camp nurse, and uncle, Pastor Sigmund G. 
Sandrock, served as director. Jim himself was a camper at Long Lake Lutheran Camp. 
McKanna first visited Lutheranch in June 2015 with a delegation from the Lutheran Church in Bavaria.  
The first visit made a real impact, “While driving home, I felt a call to explore whether Vivien and I could 
move the project to build the retreat center forward.  So many others had done their part and now it was 
our turn to help make the dream a reality.” 
According to Keith Johnson, “It’s clear to those of us who have had the pleasure of working with Jim that 
he was inspired by his German Lutheran heritage and the dedicated successes of his ancestors in ap-
plying Christian principles to religious and secular institutions.  He has demonstrated, by word and deed, 
that it’s his prayer that God will use Lutheranch to raise up passionate leaders for the Lutheran Church.” 
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Worship   Music 
 

The August 5th event gave powerful evidence to the historic nature of the dedication of the McKanna- 
Sandrock Retreat Center as more than 500 people from 8 states joined in prayerful celebration. John 
Schuerholz, former Atlanta Braves General Manager, who served as honorary chair of the capital cam-
paigns noted the personal impact of the dedication, “One week ago I was inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame and it was a great honor, but this ranks right up there.  When I walked into the McKanna- San-
drock Retreat Center, tears came to my eyes, and I’m privileged to have played a small part in this en-
deavor.” 
Adding additional witness to the import of the dedication weekend, the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Cen-
ter welcomed its first official adult retreat as more than 40 members of the McKanna and Sandrock fami-
lies, traveling from California, Oregon, Washington, Minnesota, Tennessee and Holland, held a family 
reunion and worshiped together. 
Board President Larry Moeller’s words capture the spirit of the occasion, “With a mission of providing 
places set apart to inspire and empower all in Christ’s love, the ministries of NovusWay have hit a 
grandslam with Lutheranch.  The talents and treasures of innumerable volunteers and selfless donors 
will touch and shape lives for generations. God’s love reflected in community and creation is a joy to 
behold. Thanks be to God!”  
If you would like to make a gift and be a part of this historic endeavor there are a few remaining “naming 
opportunities” and some critical needs to be met which would help complete the dream at Lutheranch:  
A $10,000 gift would allow us to remodel the barn apartment for staff housing, 2) A $35,000 gift would 
allow us to purchase a tractor with a mower and backhoe, 3) A $100,000 gift would support “start-up 
costs” to include a proactive marketing campaign.  Additionally, a gift of $25,000 would provide land-
scaping at the McKanna-Sandrock Retreat Center; and a gift of $15,000 would allow you to name the 
stairwell nearest the great room.  If you’d like to talk about making a gift to support Lutheranch, please 
contact Keith Trout at 864.313.1453 or at ktrout@novusway.com. 
 
Book your retreat at Lutheranch now and save! 
Contact Joy at RetreatRentals@NovusWay.com or 828-243-8762 
to book your retreat at Lutheranch!   
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 Join Us Sundays! 

Congregational Mission Statement: 
First United Lutheran Church is called to worship, serve, and learn together as 

we grow disciples of Jesus Christ for God's mission of love for the world. 

Thank you again for your generous support of Lutheran 
Disaster Response in 2017. As we reflect and begin a 
new year, I’d like to share some thoughts with you. 
Because of your generosity, our church is able to walk 
alongside disaster survivors, meeting urgent needs and 
helping with the long road to recovery. 
In Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, we provided re-
lief supplies to survivors and supported pastors so that 
they can focus on caring for their congregations and 

communities. We are currently assisting Lutheran Social Services of the Virgin Islands and the Caribbe-
an Synod to build their capacities to respond to the disaster. 
In Haiti and Cuba, we’ve replaced lost tools for farmers affected by the hurricane so they can get back to 
work, helped woman-headed households with cash assistance, and helped families get daily life back to 
normal with dishes, cookware and blankets. In Texas, we're part of a group doing case management for 
survivors of disasters, and plans are underway for a respite retreat for rostered ministers. In Florida, 
we've supported our affiliate in providing crisis counseling for thousands of people in 20 counties. 
And much, much more is in the works as we continue to work closely with our affiliates, synods, com-
panions and other partners. 
Our goal? To have more resilient communities that are less vulnerable to the next disaster. Thanks to 
you, we’re on the way there. I’ve already been impressed by the resiliency of our neighbors who sur-
vived disasters. Here are a few quotes that stuck with me recently: 
 "Virgin Islanders are strong and caring people. We have been hit hard, and so many are suffering. De-
spite this, people are joining together and supporting each other and forging a recovery out of the devas-
tation."  
– Christopher Finch, St. Croix 
"Every day when I get up the first thing I do is give thanks to the Lord because I can see the light of a 
new day, not the electric light, a new opportunity to be alive and do the thing the Lord has called me to 
do."  
– the Rev. Idalia Negron, Puerto Rico 
"People are overwhelmed with the process, but they are also overwhelmed with love of the church, the 
neighbor and the stranger."  
– Beverly Davis, Houston 
Thank you again for partnering with us as we answer the invitation to be part of God's renewing work in 
the world. 
 
With gratitude and fellowship, 
The Rev. Daniel Rift 
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 


