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WELCOME

We extend a warm welcome to all who have chosen to worship at First United
Lutheran Church today. On your way in you may have received a “Welcome Card”
to place in the offering plate. If not, you can find those, along with our guest book,
on the left in the hallway exiting the sanctuary.

REMINDERS
Your children are welcome in our worship! At the entrance to the sanctuary, we
have tool kits with age-appropiate items to help children participate in worship.
Please help your child take a drawer, with supplies and instructions, to your pew and
return it to the drawer unit after the service. At the front of the sanctuary there is a
quiet play space for younger children.
As we prepare for worship: Please respect those who are in the sanctuaty for
meditation and the prelude with silence.
Online worship: To view the service online visit fulc.org and select the worship
button on the homepage.

PRELUDE “Noel” by H. Mulet
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: In the name of the Fathet, and of the ¥ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Reconciling God,

C: we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and des-

pair. We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts

for your love; we have not always recognized your presence among us;

we have not always embraced your message of peace. We cry out,

weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess

our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in

violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to em-

body your good news. Be born in us today and forgive us merciful

God. Amen.

P: God is gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast kindness.

Christ is born and has given his life for the sake of the creation. Therefore,

your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of

the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN “That Boy-Child of Mary” (ELW 293)
APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE

P: Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace: Lord have mercy.
C: Lord have mercy.

P: Lord Jesus, you are the Son of God and Son of Mary: Christ have mercy.
C: Christ have mercy.

P: Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendor of the Father: Lord
have mercy.

C: Lord have mercy.

HYMN “Joy to the World” (ELW 267) (vs 1, 2)
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ty heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray:

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powets.
As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm
and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 63:7-9

71 will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of
the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us and the great favor
to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, ac-
cording to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8 For he said, “Surely they
are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became their
savior ?in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence
that saved them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted
them up and carried them all the days of old.
R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 148

R: The splendor of the I.ORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)

C: 'Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the
heights. * Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of
heaven. ? Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining
stars. ‘ Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the
heavens. ° Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded,
and they were created, “who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away. 7 Praise the LORD from the
earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; °fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; *mountains and all hills, fruit
trees and all cedars; '"wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things
and flying birds; ' sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and
all rulers of the world; '”young men and maidens, old and young to-
gether. > Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is
exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. ' The LORD has
raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18

10Tt was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. ! For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call

them brothers and sisters, '2saying, “I will proclaim your name to my broth-
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ers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I and the
children whom God has given me.”

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who
has the power of death, that is, the devil, 1>and free those who all their lives
were held in slavery by the fear of death. '0For it is clear that he did not
come to help angels but the descendants of Abraham. 7 Therefore he had
to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. '8 Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

R: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (page 142)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL TEXT Matthew 2:13-23

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

" Now after [the magi]| had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,
and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child,
to destroy him.” '*Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by
night, and went to Egypt '"and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
“Out of Egypt I have called my son.”

'0When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriat-
ed, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who
were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from
the magi. !" Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled:

9“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they
are no more.”

"When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt and said, *’ “Get up, take the child and his mother, and
go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are
dead.” ?! Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went tog



the land of Israel. *> But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned
in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. > There he made his
home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

Alfter the reading of the Gospel:

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

SERMON HYMN “Rejoice” by K. Getty, K. Getty, B. Shive,
S. Peterson, and B. Fowler

CREED Nicene Creed

A:God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in ac-
cordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen



PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

Each portion of the prayer ends with these words:

A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

The prayers are concluded with these words:

P: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to
you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through

Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: and also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN “Light of the World (Sing Hallelujah)”
by A. Bergthold, S. Cash, E. Cash, M. Cash, and F. Cash

(Please place your offering in the offering plate as you enter the nave)

OFFERING PRAYER

A: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the bless-
ings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through

Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the true presence of Jesus Christ.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE



SANCTUS

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name, in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

OUR FATHER

P: And now we are bold to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
P: Behold the Lamb of God who bears away the sin of the world.
C: Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE “Lamb of God” (ELW page 135)
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Please be seated.

The Communion follows. Come forward at the direction of the ushers. If you
are visiting us today, please know that as baptized members of the body of
Christ, you are welcome at the Eucharistic Feast.

COMMUNION HYMN “What Child is This” (ELW 296)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lotd Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace to eternal life.

C: Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift
and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discov-
er the wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through

Christ born in us.
C: Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine up-
on you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the
name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” (ELW 288)

SENDING

A: Glory to God in the highest!

C: And peace to God’s people on earth!

A: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Toccata” by T. Dubois



December 21, 2025

Attendance and Giving

Attendance:

Month of November 2025 Year to Date

Actual Expenses  $21,860 $265,948
Actual Giving $29,048 $225,580
Variance +$7,188 -$40,007

Mortgage Balance $34, 844

Pastor: Randy Jones & Vicar Kat Folk

Sunday Servants
Serving December 28th

Head Counter: Chris Schwanebeck

Counters: Barbara Schwanebeck

Assisting Minister: Norm Kendrick

Reader: John Norman

Acolyte: TBA

Musician: Ben Wadsworth

Audio/Visual Tech: James Werner

Altar Guild: Rose Werner, Brenda Hextell

Ushers: Ed Finert, Dave Gustafson, Peder Fagerholm, Frank Hull (as available)

Serving Next Service January 4th

Head Counter: Linda Hull

Counters: Frank Hull

Assisting Minister: Kendrick Family

Reader: Kendrick Family

Acolyte: TBA

Musician: Ben Wadsworth

Audio/Visual Tech: James Werner

Altar Guild: Lois Gilbert, Lindsay Harris

Ushers: Ed Einert, Dave Gustafson, Peder Fagetholm, Frank Hull (as available)

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103442. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. All Music is licensed under OneLicense A-723273.

10



Weekly Calendar Office is Open:
Mon.-Thur., 830am-130pm
3481 Campus Loop Rd ~ Kennesaw, GA 30144

770-427-0325
You can always visit us at www.fulc.org or contact us at office@fulc.otg

SUNDAY: December 28th
9:30 AM

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
MONDAY: December 29th

TUESDAY: December 30th
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

WEDNESDAY: December 31st

THURSDAY: January 1st

FRIDAY: January 2nd

SATURDAY: January 3rd
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
SUNDAY: January 4th
9:30 AM

11:00 AM

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Worship Service
Kenyan Baraka Church (FH)

Levites Group (TC)

Bell Choir
First Saturday Game Night

Worship Service
Worship and Music Meeting
Kenyan Baraka Church (FH)

Visit https://www.fulc.org/ and select the worship button on the home page for our online service.
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@ PRAYER TEAM CONTACT:

%/ TO REQUEST PRAYERS OR JOIN THE

v/ LINDA GEORGE AT
Request ” PRAYERCHAIN@FULC.ORG

WE PRAY FOR THE FAMILIES OF FIRST UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH
Those in need of healing, comfort and strength:

Pour out your Spirit of comfort, gracious God. Heal your children in
need. We pray especially for K Folk’s friend’s son, Ryan McDermott and
friends David & Karen; Marty Stahlman, her brother, John & his wife,
Ann; | Caslow’s mom, Peggy; D Maclin’s nephew & his mother, Shawn &
Cindy; Mike Seden; Gustafson neighbor, Gaynelle 98; D Ellsworth & D
Moulton’s friends Cindy & Ken & Mark Hall & his family; Karen Wer-
ner; Matt McCarthy’s friend, Jim Bing; B Davidson’s friend, Tom Ash-
worth; ] Greene’s sister, Bradford Phelan; Bev Metcalf; Carla Douglass;
Ron Emberg; D Eliopoulos’ brother, Don & her nephew, Derek; G Eli-
opoulos’ brother, Nick; Harry Grubb; Hunter Smith; Lisa Byrn; An-
thony Ward; Sharon Moe & Sherry Quitte; Bryana Kendrick; K. Mo-
ran’s friend. Jamie; T Boyer’s sister-in-law, Lynn; Lou & Ardy Boyer;
Megan Mosholder; Nuru Emmanuel Ronnenberg; Molly Werner; E
Tennis’ daughter, Diane; Janet Stover & her neighbor, Chris.

Those serving in our military:

Pour out your Spirit of love, glorious God. We pray for your blessings upon
the students, staff & faculty of KSU. Bring peace among the nations
so violence and terror are not the norm on Your earth. Inspire commu-
nities to work for peace and justice. Unite our politicians with a com-
mon mission and purpose. We pray for those bravely serving our country
at home and around the world especially Hextell’s nephew, Illinois Officer
Tyler Post; Brian Uncapher, Navy aircraft carrier; Brandau-Shirley family
Marshall Wish currently stationed with his family in Kaiserslautern,  Get-
many.

Thanksgiving for those who have gone before us:

Pour out your Spirit of peace, resurrecting God. Bring all who grieve into a
community rooted in you. We pray especially for Steve Hoge; Gladys
Schlegel 95;  Elsie Howard 100; Ann Stiber; Kay Grubb; Alisha War-
ren’s mother, Patricia; Leesa Tatz Tilstra’s husband, John, Brandon, Wis;
Uphold their families with your grace and keep us all grounded in your
promise of life eternal.

Those in Mission for Christ Overseas:

ILAG The Augustinian Lutheran Church in Guatemala their pastor,
KAREN CASTILLO; & her son, DIEGO GIL. JULIA & VINCENT
LEIYOOLE & their Church in Kenya




